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Education
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2010-2011  MPhil. in medieval history, Fitzwilliam College, University of Cambridge.
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2020-present  Associate Professor in British History, Fudan University

2016-2020 Lecturer in British History, Fudan University

Research Interests

My latest research addresses some important questions relating to society, economy, and
the law state in medieval and early modern England (c. 1200-1600). My MPhil. and Ph.D.
research, which were done at the University of Cambridge under the supervision of

Professor John Hatcher, was on the Peasants’ Revolt of 1381 in Cambridgeshire, and two

7


mailto:mx213@cam.ac.uk

academic articles on this subject were subsequently published, one in the journal of
Historical Research (a top history journal in China) in 2020 and the other in the journal of
The Economic History Review in 2022. This research is currently funded by the National
Social Science Fund of China (award number: 19CSS002). This project has also inspired
my interest in thinking the place of the law state in medieval society and economy, and
one article on the role of labour law was published in the journal of World History (a top
history journal in China) in 2017. Currently I am revising my doctoral thesis and trying to
have it published in Britain as a monograph. Another focus of my recent research is to
reinvestigate from a broader view the role of Magna Carta in the political life, in particular
the English parliament, based on abundant parliamentary archives. The research has led
to the publication of two articles in Chinese academic journals (one in Fudan Journal and
the other in World History) and would hopefully turn into my second monograph. I am
also interested in William Shakespeare and has embarked on a research project of
collecting and studying those archives concerning his life. This project is still in
its incipient stage but has produced some promising results, exemplified by a research
essay published in Guangming Daily, an influential Chinese newspaper, which, based on an
in-depth case study of William Shakespeare’s last will and testament, shows how the
social mobility of his family echoed a great social change in early modern England - ‘the
rise of gentry’. I also translated Shakespeare’s last will into Chinese and this has been the

first and the only full Chinese translation of this important document as far as I know.

Research Supervision

I am very interested in supervising students working on any aspect of British history
between c. 1200 and c. 1600. In the last few years I have supervised a few pupils working
on: the role of Magna Carta, the Parliaments of 1295 and 1370, the role of the Great Seal
in medieval England, Lady Anne Bacon’s letters, and Francis Bacon’s Essays. One of
these students graduated with outstanding academic records and subsequently obtained a

master degree in history from the University of Oxford.



Teaching

The courses I have taught or am teaching include ‘Medieval History of Western Europe,
c. 500-¢.1500” (undergraduate), ‘British History, c. 400-1603’ (undergraduate), ‘Reading
William Shakespeare’s History Dramas’ (undergraduate), ‘Academic English for
Undergraduate Students in History’ (undergraduate), ‘Reading English Historical
Documents, c. 1200-¢.1800” (postgraduate), ‘Economic and Social History of Western
Europe, c. 1000-¢.1500” (postgraduate). I also teach for the postgraduate course ‘Reading

Western Historical Classics’.

Other Professional Activities

I am a member of the editorial board of Studies on Hellenic and Western Civilization (a

Chinese academic journal).

Key Publications

1. ‘Magna Carta and parliamentary petitions in medieval England’, Fudan Journal (Social

Sciences), Issue 5 (September 2023), pp. 156-1606.

2. (as the sole editor) Law and Society in the History of Britain, Shanghai: Shanghai People’s

Publishing House, 2022 (a collection of articles).

3. ‘Analysing the Actions of the Rebels in the English Revolt of 1381: The Case of
Cambridgeshire’, The Economic History Review, Volume 75, Issue 3 (August, 2022), pp.
881-902 (https://doi.org/10.1111/ehr.13122).

4. (With Jiaxin Huang) The Chinese translation of John Hatcher and Mark Bailey’s book

Modelling the Middle Ages: The History and Theory of Englands Economic Development



(originally published by Oxford University Press in 2001), Shanghai: Shanghai People’s

Publishing House, 2021.

. ‘The English parliament in the Middle Ages’, History Teaching (semimonthly), issue 5,
2021, pp. 40-43 (in Chinese).

. ‘Magna Carta and the kingship in the parliamentary politics in late medieval England’,
World History, Issue 5 (October, 2020; in Chinese; top history journal in China), pp.
93-1009.

. ‘A study of the kingship of medieval England in light of the 1381 Uprising in
Cambridge’, Historical Research, Issue 4 (August, 2020; in Chinese; top history journal in

China), pp. 146-170.

. “Villeinage in Huntingdonshire in the thirteenth and eatrly fourteenth centuries’,
in Rong Xiang, Henry French and Mingjie Xu, eds., Economic and Social Changes in Late
Medieval and Early Modern England, Beijing: People’s Publishing House, 2019 (in
English), pp. 132-145.

. (editing with Rong Xiang and Henry French) Economic and Social Changes in Late Medieval

and Early Modern England, Beijing: People’s Publishing House, 2019 (in English).

10. “The rise of gentry: A case study of William Shakespeare’s last will and testament’,

Guangming Daily (the column of world history), March 18, 2019 (in Chinese).

11. “The crisis of feudalism and the re-establishment of order: The labour law and the

social-political interaction in late medieval England’, World History, issue 4, 2017 (in

Chinese; top history journal in China), pp. 74-86.

Research Grants

1. “The law state and the lower society in late medieval England’, the National Social

Science Fund of China (awarded in 2019; 4 years; ongoing).
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2. ‘The evolution of the law state in England between the fourteenth and sixteenth

centuries’, Shanghai Pujiang Programme Grant (awarded in 2018; 2 years; completed).

Honours and Awards

1. The Sixteenth Shanghai Excellent Achievement Award in Humanities and Social

Science (Second prize in research articles)

Academic Memberships

1. Associate fellow of the Royal History Society (UK)
2. Member of the Economic History Society (UK)

3. Member of the Selden Society (UK)
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